ATKINSON STAMPS PASSPORT FOR BEIJING

Alia Atkinson
Alia Atkinson booked her passage to Beijing with a  time trial in the 200 metre breastroke in Austin, Texas in a new national record. Swimming at the Texas Senior Circuit Swim Meet June 5-8 Alia posted 2:31.28 besting the Olympic B Qualifying time of 2:33.40. Earlier in the meet proper she had placed third in a time of 2:33.89 an agonizing .40 off the mark needed to go to the 2008 Olympic Games. In the time trial Atkinson went out hard on the first 50 in 34.40 just .07 slower than her fourth place performance in the one lap event. The first 100 metres went in 1:13.19 before she closed the last 100 in 1:18.09. This makes up somewhat  for the disappointment of weeks earlier when she had made numerous Olympic Qualifying times at her school pool at Texas A and M only to learn that the times would not count as the pool was 49.97 metres long instead of 50 metres the official length an Olympic sized swimming pool. The 19 year old swimmer who represented Comets swim team also put up good performances in the afore mentioned where she placed fourth in a time of 34.33. She placed second in the 100 metre breastroke in 1:12.06 with a split time of 33.86. She took top spot in the 100 butterfly C Final with a time of 1:03.69 split time 29.75. She also attempted another Olympic qualifying mark this time in the 100 metre breastroke. That time trial was not as successful as the 200 as her first 50 of 34.92 worked against her and she touched in 1:13.26.
Video of races

Alia 50 breastroke

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65557-w-50-breast-a
Alia 100 breastroke

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65296-w-100-breast-a
Alia 200 breastroke

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65084-w-200-breast-a
Alia 100 fly

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65307-w-100-fly-c
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Natasha Moodie
                   Also competing at the meet was fellow Jamaican Olympic qualifier and Comets team mate 17 year old Natasha Moodie.Moodie swimming the sprint freestyle events placed 6th in the 50 freestyle B Finals in 26.99 after posting 26.87 in the heats. She was also 6th in the 100 metre freestyle event clocking 59.56 (split 28.45). She also faster in the preliminaries posting 59.36 (split 28.44). The Olympic B time in this event is 57.17 and she would also have had to get under Janelle Atkinson’s national record of 57.21 to compete in Beijing in this event.
Video of races

Moodie 50 free

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65101-w-50-free-b
Moodie 100 free

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65550-w-100-free-c
 

  
Jevon Atkinson        
  Trying to emulate his sister and make two consecutive Olympic Games was younger brother twenty four year old Jevon Atkinson. Swimming unattached Jevon posted 23.42 in the 50 metre in the heats putting Sion Brinn’s 23.29 on notice. In the A final which had the 100 metre butterfly world record holder Ian Crocker of the US Atkinson placed 8th in 23.49. The time that Jevon was looking to better was the Olympic B standard of 23.13. He would try again in two time trial at the end of the meet but posted times of 23.63 and 23.51.
          He would again chase the Olympic dream in the 100 metre freestyle. In the preliminaries he posted 51.43 with a split time of 24.57. The time he would need to post a time of 50.95 to make the Beijing team. In the B final he placed second after going out in 24.64 he touched a time of 51.75 still just off Olympic qualification contention.

Jevon 50 freestyle

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65079-m-50-free-a
Jevon 100 freestyle

http://swimming.flocasts.org/videos/coverage/view_video/234013-2008-texas-senior-circuit-long-course/65516-m-100-free-b
Results of Texas Senior Circuit Swim Meet

http://www.texasseniorcircuitswimming.org/2008SrCir4_FinalResults.pdf
Results of Time Trials

http://www.texasseniorcircuitswimming.org/2008SrCir4_Timetrials_Results.pdf
FINA approved Qualifying meets
http://www.fina.org/project/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=594&Itemid=273
Olympic Qualifying Procedures and Times
http://www.fina.org/project/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=587&Itemid=274
Jamaican national records
http://www.swimjamaica.com/Records_Qual%20_times/Records%20files/SNR%20010408.pdf
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